Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB  Document 1199-5 Filed 09/23/25 Page 1 of 7

State Defendants’ Response to Gonzales Plaintiffs’
Motion for Preliminary Injunction

Exhibit E

House Leader Hakeem Jeffries Statement



Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB  Document 1199-5 Filed 09/23/25

Page 2 of 7

Document title:

Caplure URL:

FPage loaded at (UTCh

Capture imestamp (UTCY

Caplure ook
Collection server {F:

Browser enging:

Operating systen:
POF length:
Capture 1

Dizplay Name:

PDF REFERENCE #: fImNw6rCiUKR1LLADVZHQS

LEADER JEFFRIES: “"REPUBLICANS ARE DESPERATELY TRYING TO CLING
ON TO POWER” - Congressman Hakeem Jeffries

https://jeffries.house.gov/2025/08/07 leader-jeffries-republicans-are-desperately-
trying-to-cling-on-to-power/

Mon, 22 Sep 2025 14:57:19 GMT
Mon, 22 Sep 2025 15:00:10 GMT
10.61.0

54.145.42.72

Mozilla/5.0 (X11; Linux x86_64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/138.0.7204.97 Safari/537.36

Linux (Node 22.17.0)
6
vTiphQ4gxBNDijb5iroBwR

adrian.skinner




ces  Peaple Over Politics

LEADER JEFFRIES: "REPUBLICANS ARE DESPERATELY TRYING TO
CLING ON TQ POWER"

Today, Democratic Leader Hakeem foffrive appeared on ABC News Live fo discuss Dol Trump and Republicans’ planx to

gerrymander congressional maps with Imponity asd Democratic efforts Fo push back cn thelr exteemism,
Ferrymander congressional maps with Impanity end Democratic efforts to push back on thelr extremism

IAY OPBRIEN: Joining me now o falk about afl of that ts House Minority Leader Hakesin Jefiries. Mr. Leader, welvoms in, sir.

LEADER JEFFRIES: Good to e with you

Y OPBREEN: U sure you've seen this today, but Senstor John Cornyn of Texas sald that the FBI has now promised bl

they will pet invelved for searching Tor some of those Texes Denmocrats who fled the state. The FBI hasn't commsnted o
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JAY OFBRIEN: Ioining e now to talk about all of that is House Minority Leader Hakeem jeffries, Mr, Leader, welcome in, sin
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LEADER JEFRFRIES: Geod ro be with vou.

JAY (PBRIEN: Pm sure vou've seen this tode

they will get iwvolved for searching for soms of those Texas Democrats who fled the stafs. The FBI hasa't commentad one

xy, but Senator lohn Cornyn of Fexas said that the FBI has now promised him that

way or the other, bat in your view, Is this spiething the PRI even has the suthority to get involved with?

LEADER JEFFRIES: Donald Trumyp and extrenme MAGSA Republicans ars desperate and conthuie o domonsirate a willingness

o weaponize federal law enforcementt to try and terger people they view as political adversaries. John Cornyn i3 a dead

Senstnr walldng, And this Is another example of o desperate plov to try to save his own sidn even I B means engaging the FRI

irs what would be a corrupt abuse of powey by the m1p edministratinn, The FBI should be spending itz tlme chasing down
visdent criminals, teororists, drug traffickers apd ohild predators, not targeting political adversaries In 2 demovracy here in

Arnezica.

FAY OFBREEN: In vour view then, My Leader, would the FBI be acting Hlegally i i were fo got Involved In this and try to

ard in other ways engage in this redistricting process?

LEADER IEFFRIES: There would be no authority for the ¥BY o rarget Democrats from the Texwas legislaturs in connection with
an et that Democrats have taken that s authorized by the Tezas Constitution.

&Y (PBRIEN: We've had some Republivans on this show over ths

last few days and they have clatimed that this resdistricting

sary. They say the political land: . They say th

pe ln the state has changs

¢ they're not just acting within

President Trimp’s wishes just becanse he's asked. They say that the state has changed sinre the last 2020 census, What is

your responss when you hear that?

LEADER JEFFRIES: It's the most ridiculous statement sver. This s a deay power grab bocause Donald Trommp and Houss
Bepublicens are desperate to oy to hold on to thelr thin majority in the House of Bepresentatives. Republicans have no track

record of accomplishment to run on. Thelr One Big Ugly Bill is now 2 deeply unpopudar law. 1t dips away bealtheare from the

Awerivan peopls, milllons of people, lnclading thoss tu Texas, Steals food fromn the mourhs of hungry children, Srel all of this
iz being done i order 1o enact massive tax breaks For thely billionaive donors, Republicans promised that they were godng to
fowsy costs on doy ong. They haven't lewered costs. Costs ave going up, and the Tromp tarliffs ave costing everyday Americans

thousands of dollars per vear.

IAY OYRRIEN: You called this redistvicting offort & powsr grab, Wa've seen somne Democratic governors now say that i Texas

acts, they will respond. They will do mid-decads redistricting in thelr states, too. One of them iz your home state of New

Yook, Would you advise Demucratic governors sgainst dolng that becauss, ax we've seer Democrats say, there's a viow that

this is fust playing politics with people’s distrivtsé

LEADER IEFFRIES: It's important for us o respond coast to onast, And o the extent that thers are responses that take place
in Californda, Mew York oy eleewdisre, P confident that they will be dove in a manver consistent with the law. And, o the

exterst nepessary, volsrs will be asked to weigh in to determine the twat course of action moving forwerd,

JAY PBREEN: But shoudd that response involve redrawing districts in thely states me of them have sald they want to, but

centld’’s that start 2 redistrivting arims race!

LEADER JEFERIES: The redistricting arms race has alveady begun, and it was started by Donald Trump and eompliant

HepubHoans in Texas. When Donald Toump says jump, the Bepublicans slmply ask how high ever If that means trylng to sivlp
away the volces of thelr own constituents and Lndem;me the ability for there 1o be fres amd fair elactions in the midrerms : \\\\\\1% """
st

nexi year.
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RepmbHeans in Texas, When Denald Tromp savs lump, the ﬁe;mbﬁimm shnply ask how high sven i thet means trying to stelp
aveay the voloes of thelr vam copstitaents and undermine the ability for there to be free and faly slections in the mideoms

Rl year.

IAY OPBRIEN: But i Demourats redistrict in thelr own states, do they lose in & way their moral authoriiy on this izsue?

LEADER JEFFRIES: Absolutely nod. Certaindy, under these clrcumstances, one cannot unilaterally disarm, The Republicans are

4

counting on that as part of thelr schisow to @y fo stsal the midter elontions and geyrvimander thsse congressional map

with impunity across the country, We're not golng to stand for it And the Americen people don®™ expect us to dand for it
because they know we are fighting for an economy that actually makes life better for them as opposed to an svonomy of the
hitlionaires, by the billonaires and for the billionatves, We are fghting to protert Medicare and Medicald and Social Secarity,

and fghting to make sure that thely children can have a future.

IaY OPBRIEN: We saw Vice President LD Vance In Indiana today. There’s talk of that state potentially engaglng in mid-

decads redistricting too. DI vou expect &5 have to fight this redistricting fight this summer? Iz this something that vou bad

in your sights anud vou theught the White House weould try o de, or did i coms as a surprise?

LEADER JEFFRIES Well, thi

trying to oling on 1o power as part of thely effort o dedve thelr extreme, right-wing agenda down the throats of the Amerioan

all soprevedented, but nothing romes as a surprise in teyms of this group that §s desperately

el

penple. Az Democrats, we're ot afrald to make our case on the merits fo everyday Americans, snd gpon doing that, we are
cemfiderst that we will win back control of the majority in 2026, We're prepared to continge to fight to lower the high cost of
Thvdng, to fix our brobken healtheare systern, to cean up corruption bn Washington, D0 so that we bave a government that
acteally works for the American people. Bepublicans cannot maks a credible avgument to malntain thedr majority based o
what they've done, which b why we are seeing these extyems, partisan gevrymandering tsetics belng smployed all across the
COUnLY.

IAY ORRIEN, While we have vour, Dwant fo get yvou on one plece of news today, which iz we sew on tarifls, that lac 7 Hat of
Prexident Trump's so-velled reciprocal tariffe spap into plave today, fnngress s my on recess. That's why vou're coming In
us fromm New Yook, I0s why Pmonot on the HHE todey arsd P in this chadr, Your Members ave traveling in thelr various states

and districts, Have vou beard this issus come up in constitoent conversations that you've had and your Members have had?

LEADER TEFFRIES; Yezh, an Pwe traveled thoroughout the district thas Pim privileged to represent here In Brooklyn and all
across the country, Uve consistsntly heard from evervday Americans complaining about ths fact that Aeyics is top
expensive, that costs are too high, Donald Trump promised that he was going 1 lower costs for the American people, but
rosts, of course, continue fo go up, inflatdon is going up and the Trumy ariffs are gonna make things worse. And that s an
issue of deep concem for people all across the country, whether they're Democrats, Independents or Republicans.

FAY OBRIEN: & guestion bere that™s probably g Httle bit too soon, but 1 golty ask & to vou. When Congrass comes back in just

a vonple of weeks in Seprember, they've got fo avert a governmend shutdown, And webve seen before Republicans not have

the votes in their own tanks 1o pass government funding legislation. And there bave been thmes, a3 vou know better than

anvos, that Democrats have steppad In amd given them those volss 1 avert a government shutidown, Do vou see Democrats

wilid those voles?

ng that sgain here, ov will they wit

LEADER JEFFRIES: Leader Schumer and T seny a latiey 1o John Thune and Miks Jobnson earlisy this weel asking for a Fowr
Corners sit-down conversation in o bipartisan and blcamersl way so that we can work on an appropriations process that

actuatly passes a spending bl that meets the needs of the Amevican people in terms of thelr health, thelr safety, our nationsl

security avad the economio well-belug of everyday Americans who are struggiing while working hard in this country. We

haven’t heard from the Republicans az Ut relates o cuir oifer to sl down and initlate this bipartisan discussion to try fo @

a vessinging, Sl perhavs we havew’t heard from them because Revublicans are determined 1o shut the sovernment dows
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actually posses a speriing bill that meets the needs of the American people In tevos of thely health, thelr safety, our natipnal

secirley and the sconomic well-being of everyday Americans who are sirugghing while working haed tn this country. We
haven’t heard from the Republicans as it relates fo pur offer to sl down and initlate thie Mpartizan discussion fo try o get fo
a resolution. And perhiaps we hoven't heard from them because Republivans ave deterrained to shut the government down as
paart of thedy ideclogical effort to jam thely extreme ideas down the throats of the Smerican people. We're not golng to stand
for it

JAY PBREEN: House Minority Leader Haleem Jafiries, thards yotz o mauch for your time, sin

LEADER TEPEFRIES: Thank vou very much,

Full interview van be watched hege
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part of their ideclogical effort to jam thelr extrerme deas down the throats of the Amerlean people. We're not going to stand
for it.

JAY O'BREEN: House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeifres, thank you so much for vour thine, sir.

LEADER JEFFRIES: Thank you very much,
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